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The aim of the programme at Stages 4 and 

5 is to build upon the skills taught at stages 

1—3. 

 

Children will have daily writing 

 experiences in a range of genres. 

 

Over the year, children will write for  

different purposes covering: 

 Narrative/ stories 

 Instructions/ procedures 

 Explanation 

 Information/ reports 

 Persuasion 

 Recounts 

 

Children will work on writing linked to: 

 Reading 

 Spelling/ phonics 

 Dictation 

 Taught writing lesson 

 Interdisciplinary work 

 

At our school, we want our children to 

 Enjoy writing 

 See writing as important 

 Be confident in their abilities 

 Share their writing with others 

 Celebrate success with their writing 

Useful Websites 
 

http://www.spellingcity.com/ 

 

http://www.kidsspell.com/ 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks2bitesize/

english/spelling_grammar/ 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks2bitesize/

english/reading/ 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks2bitesize/

english/writing/ 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/spellits/

ad_menu_flash.shtml 

GLOSSARY 

Phonemes: a letter or group of letters that 

make a single sound. 

Elkonin boxes are used to teach phonemic 

awareness. Pupils listen out for the individual 

sounds and mark where they hear them in 

boxes. 

Diacritical marking: is the use of symbols to 

mark single sounds/ phonemes (e.g. b, p), 

joined phonemes (e.g. sh, ch) and split  

phonemes (magic e words). 

Reciprocal Teaching: children working    

together to support and challenge each oth-



Supporting Reading 
As well as developing children’s reading 

through quality novels and non-fiction 

texts, the stage four and five programme 

focuses on poetry. It focuses on higher 

order skills such as: analysing, evaluating 

and investigating texts. 

The Four Day Reading Rotation 

A key requirement to ensure competence 

and confidence is that children are ex-

plicitly taught through a four day reading 

programme that comprises: 

1. Fluency 

2. Comprehension 

3. Writing linked to reading/ novel 

4. Talking and writing linked to read-

ing/ novel 

 

 

 

From Phonics into Spelling 
In Stages 4 and 5, children continue to devel-

op their phonemic awareness and understand-

ing through a structured and comprehensive 

programme that aims to build confidence and 

engage children in their learning in an enjoya-

ble and interactive way. 

The programme is designed to: 

 Introduce the focus phoneme 

 Give feedback and involve children in 

partner work 

 Use Elkonin boxes (splitting up pho-

nemes) 

 Introduce the LOOK, THINK and IN-

VESTIGATE strategy 

 Involve children in Reciprocal Teaching 

through partner spelling and dictation 

 Use the diacritical marking code  

 Use phoneme stories in more depth 

 Teach spelling using thinking strategies 

The programme has been designed to provide 

a clear structure for the development of all 

literacy skills, including talking and listening, 

spelling and phonics, reading  and writing. 

It provides a progressive programme for the 

teaching of phonics and spelling using active 

methods and dictation for assessment  

purposes. 

Reading is taught using a wide variety of 

books to develop comprehension and fluency. 

There are daily writing opportunities as well 

as the taught writing lessons. These promote 

writing for a variety of purposes across the 

curriculum. 

The programme ensures that literacy tasks 

are active, enjoyable and fun.  It has been 

constructed to ensure that children are not 

learning in isolation but with collaborative 

working in pairs and trios. 


